December 14, 2011
Dear Living Word Family,

Greetings in the majestic name of Jesus!  I  wanted to let you know that I met with the Executive Committee of the Board on Sunday evening and then with the Full Board on Monday night.  We had very good meetings and have started the Pastoral Transition Process.  Dr. Scott Rainey remains your pastor until December 26th.  

The Board has approved Dr. Tim Stearman as your interim Pastor with my approval and the approval of the District Advisory Board.  Dr. Stearman was Lead Pastor of the Denver First Church of the Nazarene for more than fifteen years and continues his ministry in a variety of ways including, Interim Pastor and speaker at Ministers and Spouses Retreats etc.  Tim and Jane have two grown daughters. You will enjoy the Stearman’s ministry including his preaching.  He has a wealth of experience which will benefit the church during this time of transition.
Dr. Stearman will arrive to begin his ministry at Living Word the first week of February.  On January 1st, Rev. Greg Rickey, the Father of Shane Rickey, will be preaching at Living Word.  He is the District Superintendent of North Alabama.  Dr. Scott and Jenni Rainey will return for a missionary service on January 22nd.  Staff members will be preaching the other three Sundays in January. 

We have asked the Church Board to bathe the process in prayer.  God has the right Pastor and we want to know the mind and heart of God!  (Psalm 139:23)  “Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.”
In Christ,

Duane Srader

District Superintendent

