“Between a Rock and a Hard Place”
July 31, 2011 (Genesis 32:22-31)
Have you ever been between a rock and a hard place? A place where every option available to you seems unpleasant. Maybe things are tough (relationally, financially, emotionally) and there doesn’t seem to be anywhere to go. Today’s Scripture finds one of the Israelite patriarchs in this very spot… between a rock and a hard place. His name is Jacob, and his actions in Genesis 32 give us direction when we face similar circumstances in life.
A brief look at Israelite history…
· Abram hears and obeys God’s call to leave his home country and go to a new land.

· Abram’s wife Sarai is barren.

· God promises a son.

· God provides a miracle son, Isaac, when Abraham and Sarah are well past child-bearing years.

· Isaac marries Rebekah
· Rebekah too is barren.

· God hears Isaac’s prayers and Rebekah conceives… twins!

· The twins in her womb fight and God reveals their futures (Genesis 25:23).
· The older, Esau, will serve the younger, Jacob.

· Jacob and Esau’s younger life focuses on two events.

1. Birthright… Jacob bargains for his brother’s birthright as firstborn.

2. Blessing… Jacob tricks his father and brother out of the special, firstborn blessing.

· Esau is so angry that he plans to kill his brother.
· Rebekah instructs Jacob to flee to Laban, her brother.

· She will let him know when it is ok to return.

· The call never comes… 20 years pass.
· During those years, Jacob married two of Laban’s daughters, Leah and Rachel.

· The home is filled with constant turmoil as Jacob’s wives battle for his affections.

· As Jacob’s family and wealth grow, he begins to have disputes with Laban’s family.

· In Genesis 31:3, God directs Jacob to return to his homeland.

· Jacob obeys God and angers Laban.

· Now, Jacob had Laban angry on one side and Esau angry on the other.
Genesis 32:22-31

On his journey, Jacob gets up in the middle of one night.

· He sends his family and possessions ahead of him to the other side of the river.

· He remains, completely alone.

· With nowhere to turn for safety, a man arrives who wrestles with Jacob the rest of the night.

· At the end of the night, Jacob realizes that he has been wrestling with God, who had revealed Himself as a man.

· Jacob’s life is forever changed as he learned…

The _________________ of God must be _____________ from God Himself.

· Jacob had tried to get the blessing of God in his own power his whole life.

· People often do this today.

· God promises eternal life to those who trust Jesus His Son, but many strive to earn the gift of God.

· Look at Jacob’s action when struggling between a rock and a hard place.

· He clings to God and will not let go (Genesis 32:26).

· Jacob is reduced to a place where all he can do is hold on to God.

We must acknowledge the ____________ about ourselves __________ God _______________ us into a new person.

· Healing begins when we acknowledge our problem.

· Jacob confesses his name and his character (Genesis 32:27).

· The start of spiritual life for every person is acknowledging that he or she is a sinner.

· And with that confession, God transforms our lives.
Until we are ___________________ by God, we can never be greatly ____________ by God.

· During the wrestling match, God touches Jacob’s hip and Jacob leaves with a limp.
· A.W. Tozer, “The Lord cannot fully bless a man until He has first conquered him.”

· Jacob came to the realization that in order to truly win, you must lose (Matthew 10:39).
